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Ref: 22OIA1215 

[IN CONFIDENCE RELEASE EXTERNAL] 

24 September 2021 

 
 

Dear  

Thank you for your request made under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA), received 
on 30 August 2021. You requested the following: 

This is an Official Information Act request for the following information for each of 
the years ended 31st March 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020: 

1. the total number of taxpayers filing IR3 tax returns including rental income;
2. the number reporting net positive income and the aggregate of that net rental

income;
3. the number reporting net negative income and the aggregate of that net

negative income;
4. the number of taxpayers with between 1 and 3 rental properties with a

breakdown of the number who reported net positive income and the number
who reported net negative income;

5. the number of taxpayers with between 4 and 9 rental properties with a
breakdown of the number who reported net positive income and the number
who reported net negative income;

6. the number of taxpayers with more than 10 rental properties with a breakdown
of the number who reported net positive income and the number who reported
net negative income.

Prior to 2019-20, rental income data on IR3 personal tax returns was collated as ‘net rents’, 
which, together with residential housing, also includes rental income from non-residential 
investment.  

From 2019-20 residential property loss ringfencing applied. There were significant changes 
to income tax returns regarding ringfenced residential rental income or losses. Ringfenced 
amounts are now explicitly disclosed on tax returns, but gross rental income is now included 
together with net profits derived from the disposal of (ringfenced) residential properties 
under the bright-line rules.  

Other rental income not caught by the residential rental ringfencing rules1 remains with 
similar treatment to prior years: information is collected as ‘other rents’. This field does not 
include non-ringfenced property sales, which are asked for separately.  

The structural breaks in the data supply have affected the rental time series that we were 
previously able to provide. To respond to questions 1, 2 and 3, two data series have been 
provided in Table 1 below; one data series with the ‘other rents’ data in 2019-20 excluded, 
and the second series with the ‘other rents’ data of 2019-20 included. Both data series now 

1 Examples of non-ringfenced rental income are commercial rental properties (potentially in this data 
supply to the extent that our industry code approach did not filter these out), holiday homes taxed 
under the mixed-use asset rules and rental properties, residential or otherwise, held on revenue 
account. 

www.ird.govt.nz 








